Today, I'm proud to stand here with you in the middle of this great city,
in the center of Europe. And, to paraphrase one of my predecessors, I

am also proud to be the man who brought Michelle Obama to Prague.

To Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, to all the dignitaries who are here,
thank you for your extraordinary hospitality. And to the people of the
Czech Republic, thank you for your friendship to the United States.

I’ve learned over many years to appreciate the good company and the
good humor of the Czech people in my hometown of Chicago. Behind
me is a statue of a hero of the Czech people — Tomas Masaryk. In
1918, after America had pledged its support for Czech independence,
Masaryk spoke to a crowd in Chicago that was estimated to be over
100,000. I don’t think I can match his record, but I am honored to follow

his footsteps from Chicago to Prague.

For over a thousand years, Prague has set itself apart from any other city
in any other place. You’ve known war and peace. You’ve seen empires
rise and fall. You’ve led revolutions in the arts and science, in politics
and in poetry. Through it all, the people of Prague have insisted on
pursuing their own path, and defining their own destiny. And this city —
this Golden City which is both ancient and youthful — stands as a living

monument to your unconquerable spirit.
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