It is wonderful to be back in New York after having just been here last
week. It is a beautiful day and we have some extraordinary guests here

in the Hall today. I just want to mention a few.

First of all from my economic team, somebody who I think has done
extraordinary work on behalf of all Americans and has helped to
strengthen our financial system immeasurably, Secretary Tim Geithner
— please give him a big round of applause. Somebody who is
continually guiding me and keeping me straight on the numbers, the
chair of the Council of Economic Advisers, Christina Romer is here.
We have an extraordinary economic recovery board and as chairman
somebody who knows more about the financial markets and the
economy generally than just about anybody in this country, Paul Volcker.
Thank you, Paul. The outstanding mayor of the city of New York, Mr.
Michael Bloomberg. We have Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver is here,

as well; thank you.
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